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Fiords, Glaciers and Mountains self drive tour
This 10 day tour takes you to the icons of the South Island, with extra nights in Christchurch,
Fiordland and Queenstown you'll have time to discover the charms of each destination. You begin
with a journey past the mountains of the Southern Alps and turquoise waters of alpine lakes before
arriving into Mt. Cook National Park. Next you venture further south to Te Anau, gateway to
Fiordland National Park. Here you’ll explore the pristine wilderness on a Milford Sound nature
cruise. In Queenstown, the Adventure Capital, there’s time to enjoy the scenery and endless
activities on offer before returning to Christchurch via the magnificent West Coast Glaciers.

Starts in:

Christchurch

Finishes in:

Christchurch

Length:

10days / 9nights

Accommodation:

Motels

Can be customised:

Yes

This itinerary can be customised to suit you
perfectly. We can add more days, remove days,
change accommodations, mix it up, add
activities to suit your interests or simply design
and create something from scratch. Call us
today to get your custom New Zealand itinerary
underway.

Inclusions:
Includes: Late model rental cars
Includes: Fully inclusive rental car insurance (excess may apply)
Includes: Unlimited kms
Includes: GPS navigation
Includes: Airport & ferry terminal rental car fees
Includes: Additional drivers
Includes: Comprehensive tour pack (detailed itinerary, driving instructions, map/guidebooks,
brochures)
Includes: 24/7 support while touring New Zealand
Includes: Private train station transfers
Includes: Private airport transfers
Includes: Tranz Alpine Train from Greymouth to Christchurch
Includes: Milford Sound nature cruise

For a detailed copy of this itinerary call us on 1800 669 579

Day 1

Private transfer Christchurch airport to your accommodation
On arrival you will be met by a private driver and delivered to your Christchurch accommodation.

Your tour documentation pack and support
Once you touch down in New Zealand your detailed tour pack will be hand delivered by one of our trusted representatives. The pack contains
everything you need for the duration of your stay. It will include a comprehensive, printed and bound version of your itinerary as well as clear
driving instructions and maps for each leg of your journey. It also contains all the reservation details for your accommodation and activities along with relevant brochures and information. While in New Zealand we offer 24 hour support - details on how to contact us at any time will be
well documented.

Welcome to Christchurch City
Christchurch, New Zealand's garden city is steadily being transformed into a vibrant urban destination. Encompassing a large green belt, it is
known for its wide tree lined avenues and lush gardens. Take the double decker hop on/hop off bus for an easy way to see the sights, or ride a
historic tram across town to the renowned botanic gardens and the unique cardboard Transitional Cathedral.

SUGGESTED ACTIVITY - Discover Christchurch Double-Decker Bus Tour
Join the tour on a classic 1960’s London Open Top Double Decker buses for a fun and informative Tour of Christchurch. Learn about
Christchurch’s fascinating history from the pioneering days through to modern day times and learn how Christchurch is recovering from the
devastating February 22 earthquake which has now become a major event in New Zealand’s history. On Tour you will view some of the areas
affected by the earthquakes, see how Christchurch is preserving some of its iconic heritage buildings and hear about the exciting vision to
rebuild and restore the inner city. Your experience includes a 1 hour Tour around central Christchurch on New Zealand’s only Open Top Double
Decker and a 2 hour Tour on a closed top Double Decker visiting places of interest in greater Christchurch. You'll also have the opportunity to
hop off the bus at Mona Vale Gardens, Sumner Seaside Village and the Port Hills where you'll have time for photos and to take in the views.

Your accommodation: Merivale Manor Motel
Originally built in the 1880's, Merivale Manor has been transformed into elegant motel and apartment
accommodation. Less than 200 metres to central Merivale with its premier shopping, restaurants, cafes
and bars.
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Day 2

Collect your rental car
This tour can be priced with any of the rental cars available in our fantastic range, from economy hatchbacks to prestige saloons and SUV's.

GPS navigation system
Use the latest GPS technology as you tour New Zealand. Your portable GPS features a simple touch screen interface, with automatic route
calculation and turn-by-turn voice-prompted directions, which announces street names. The automotive-grade GPS unit is easy to use and has
multiple language options.

Explore Christchurch City
Following the 2011 earthquake that razed its centre and much of the outlying suburbs, Christchurch is well into a billion-dollar makeover. Smack
bang in the middle of the Canterbury Plains, on the edge of the pacific ocean, New Zealand’s newest city is an ideal gateway to exploring the
middle of the South.
Go punting on the Avon River, take a historic tram ride, catch the gondola to the rim of an extinct volcano or do all three! See the world's only
Cardboard Cathedral and for nature enthusiasts - wander the renowned Christchurch Botanic Gardens.
Drive an hour in any direction to ski, mountain bike, wine taste, whale-watch, bungy jump or play golf. Visit the International Antarctic Centre or
take a day to go on safari at Orana Wildlife Park. Take the winding Port Hills road to the french settlement of Akaroa and tour the vines in
Waipara for a authentic New Zealand wine-tasting experience.

SUGGESTED ACTIVITY - Christchurch Gondola
The Christchurch Gondola is located in the Heathcote Valley, just fifteen minutes from the heart of Christchurch city. The gondola whisks you
nearly a kilometre to a collapsed crater rim of an extinct volcano which exploded six million years ago. Take in the spectacular panoramic
360-degree views, which include Christchurch city, Lyttelton Harbour, Banks Peninsula, Canterbury Plains and the distant peaks of the Southern
Alps. There is plenty to do at the summit complex including the nature walkways and the Time Tunnel; a dramatic reconstruction of the history
of the Port Hills and Christchurch. Watch subterranean forces unleash molten magma to rip rocks apart. See life-size dioramas of the early
voyagers, Polynesian and then European, making landfall after months of travel.

SUGGESTED ACTIVITY - International Antarctic Centre General Admission
At the Antarctic Attraction their aim is to re-create the atmosphere and environment of Antarctica, providing visitors with an interactive, fun and
exciting experience of the "Great White South". For most people this will be the closest they will be able to come to experiencing this continent.
Experience the Four Seasons at Scott Base and the awesome forces of nature in the custom built polar room. Visit the penguin encounter and
learn about the worlds smallest penguin. An informative display tells the story, past and present, of life here as well as displays on the wildlife
that make the continent home. A exciting ride on one of the famous Haaglund Tracked vehicles gives you an idea of the terrain you might
encounter.

Your accommodation: Merivale Manor Motel
Originally built in the 1880's, Merivale Manor has been transformed into elegant motel and apartment
accommodation. Less than 200 metres to central Merivale with its premier shopping, restaurants, cafes
and bars.
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Day 3

Christchurch to Mt. Cook National Park
Today you’ll drive through the heart of the South Island, crossing the vast Canterbury plains. Catch your breath in Geraldine before continuing
into Mackenzie Country. Ascending Burkes pass you'll come to the picturesque lakeside town of Tekapo.
Follow the road and take in the view of Aoraki Mt Cook (New Zealand's tallest mountain) from the shores of Lake Pukaki, known for its glacier
fed turquoise blue color. Continue along the lake to your final destination Mt Cook Village.

SUGGESTED ACTIVITY - Glacier Explorers Mt. Cook
Experience 500 year old icebergs up-close on the Mt Cook terminal lake. The Glacier Explorers tour is the only one of its kind in New Zealand and one of only three in the world! Very few glaciers terminate into lakes and even fewer of them are accessible. See towering ice cliffs and
floating icebergs from the safety of a specially designed boat. These boats provide a safe way to view unseen and inaccessible areas of New
Zealand's largest glacier - The Tasman.

SUGGESTED ACTIVITY - Tasman Valley 4WD & Argo Tours
A unique 90 minute 4WD adventure in Mt. Cook National Park. View New Zealand's longest glacier - the Tasman Glacier. Travel through
avalanche areas by Argo enjoying some of the most spectacular scenery in the park. Take a short hike to view the Tasman Glacier.
During spring and summer an abundance of local flora such as Mount Cook Lilies, Celmesia Daises, Golden Spaniard Speargrass and many
more delicate mountain flowers can be seen. You might even get to see the kea, New Zealand's native alpine parrot.

Your accommodation: Mt Cook Lodge & Motels
Mt Cook Lodge and Motel is located in the centre of Mt. Cook village. The self-contained units are
spacious and all are surrounded by alpine mountain views. If you don’t feel like cooking either visit the
Chamois Bar and Grill onsite or take the courtesy shuttle to Hermitage Hotel.
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Day 4

Mt. Cook National Park to Te Anau
Twizel, just south of Mt. Cook was the location of many Lord of the Rings movie scenes and a little further on is Omarama, the gliding capital of
New Zealand. Wrinkly Rams is a local café and also offers an informative sheep shearing demonstration. The Lindis Pass is one of New
Zealand’s highest roads with the summit reaching 971 metres. The tussock covered hills offer an unusual contrast as you pass from the
Mackenzie Basin and into Central Otago. The first Central Otago settlement you reach is the quaint village of Tarras, which has a number of
boutique stores and a lovely café. A short drive further along is the historic and scenic Bendigo Reserve, which was one of Otago’s original
gold mining settlements. Well marked paths will guide you to the remains of stone cottages and other buildings from this bygone era. Cromwell
sits at the head of the Kawarau Gorge and the historic old town is well worth the visit, the buildings are now home to quaint shops and cafes.
The old town buildings were relocated from the valley that now sits deep under Lake Dunstan. Continue on through the sheer cliffs of the
Kawarau Gorge as they guide you towards the Gibbston Valley, one of New Zealand's premier wine growing regions. At the famous historic
Kawarau Bridge you can take a bungy jump or sit back and enjoy the drama as visitors hurtle off the bridge. Approaching Queenstown the
impressive Remarkables mountain range comes into view and then beautiful Lake Wakatipu as you head south. The lake guides you into
Southland through its rich farming pastures and into Te Anau, the gateway to Fiordland National Park.

SUGGESTED ACTIVITY - Te Anau Glow Worm Caves
Your Te Anau Glowworm Cave adventure begins with a scenic cruise across Lake Te Anau on board the new luxury catamaran, Luminosa, to
the western side of the lake. Upon arrival there is time to view informative displays at Cavern House before the friendly guides invite you to
accompany them underground in small groups. As you explore by path and small boat, your senses will be overwhelmed. Observe how the
rushing water sculpts the rock formations, before gliding through silent darkness to the glowworm grotto. The delicate incandescence of
thousands of tiny glowworms is a magical sight.

Your accommodation: Lakefront Lodge
Stylish self contained motel units less than one minute walk from Te Anau Lakefront. Close to shops,
cafes and restaurants.
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Day 5

Te Anau to Milford Sound and return to Te Anau
The road to Milford Sound offers some of the most beautiful and iconic scenery in the country. From crystal clear lakes and towering mountains
to lush glacier formed meadows, this area is dramatic and unyielding. Stretch your legs on the Chasm Walk, a short stroll through native beech
forest to see several powerful waterfalls .Continue on through the Homer Tunnel, an engineering marvel at 1219 metres long. Arriving into the
village of Milford,you will be greeted with an amazing view of Mitre Peak. A day cruise into the heart of the sound with Real Journeys is not to be
missed. You’ll learn about how this magnificent area was formed and experience the wonder of the falls that line the Fiord.

Milford Sound Nature Cruise
A two and a half hour nature cruise of spectacular Milford Sound. On board one of three purpose built vessels you'll experience tumbling
waterfalls, towering peaks, lush rainforest and native wildlife. Learn about the region, its history and natural surroundings while enjoying a
delicious picnic lunch. As you cruise, keep an eye out for dolphins, seals and penguins - frequent visitors to the fiord.

Your accommodation: Lakefront Lodge
Stylish self contained motel units less than one minute walk from Te Anau Lakefront. Close to shops,
cafes and restaurants.
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Day 6

Te Anau to Queenstown
Today you’ll cross vast tussocklands on your way to Queenstown. Pass through Mossburn, the deer capital of the nation. Continue on through
the southland countryside where the road begins to hug the lake edge and the Remarkables mountain range towers over your approach into the
adventure capital of New Zealand.

SUGGESTED ACTIVITY - TSS Earnslaw cruise to Walter Peak including gourmet BBQ dinner and a farm
tour
Go back in time on this return trip to Walter Peak High Country Farm aboard the historic TSS Earnslaw steamship. On disembarking you’ll be
escorted through the beautiful lakeside gardens to the charming Colonel's Homestead. Here you’ll enjoy a Gourmet BBQ dinner which your
chef will prepare in front of you. The seasonal menu includes an expansive array of local produce, including succulent meats cooked on the
outdoor rotisserie and a selection of delicious vegetables and salads.
Finish your meal with an irresistible dessert, New Zealand cheeses and freshly brewed tea & coffee. After dinner, an entertaining and
informative demonstration gives you a glimpse of life in the high country. On your cruise home, enjoy the camaraderie of a singalong with the
ship’s pianist or breathe in the fresh night air as you watch the lights of Queenstown draw nearer.

Your accommodation: Garden Court Suites and Apartments
The Garden Court Suites and Apartments are located just seven minutes walk from the heart of
Queenstown. Self contained apartment rooms provide everything you need for your stay.
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Day 7

Explore Queenstown and surrounds
Although celebrated as New Zealand's ‘adventure capital’ Queenstown offers far more than a fast paced action-packed holiday. Settled on the
shores of Lake Wakatipu beneath a soaring panorama of the Remarkables Mountain Range, this alpine town is surrounded by a plethora of
historic, gastronomic and scenic wonders.
Head down the Gibbston valley wine trail to sample some of the region’s best Pinot or catch a ride on the 100 year old Steamship - the TSS
Earnslaw - to Walter Peak Station for dinner and a farm tour. Browse the waterfront cafes and have lunch at Michelin star chef Josh Emett's
‘Rata.’ Check out nearby historic Arrowtown and enhance your experience with a four wheel drive trip to Macetown.
Take a leisurely lakeside stroll or ride the gondola for breathtaking views. Venture further afield into the Fiordland National Park or head over the
Crown Range to Wanaka. Drive through Lord Of The Rings country - or for the really fanatic, jump aboard one of many dedicated LOTR tours.
And after all of that - if you do really want the adrenaline rush Queenstown is known for, take your pick from the Shotover Jet, Nevis Bungy,
Canyon Swing, Zipline, Luge or Heli-ski.

SUGGESTED ACTIVITY - Shotover Canyon River Jet Boat Adventure
Riding the iconic ‘Big Red’ Jet Boat through the narrow Shotover Canyon is an exhilarating experience not to be missed. Your skilled jet boat
driver pushes the boat to 85 kph, skimming across shallow water and past towering canyon walls. This 25 minute white water ride includes 360
degree spins and maximum thrills.

SUGGESTED ACTIVITY - Appellation Central Boutique Wine Tour
Go off-the-beaten-track with this unique Central Otago wine tour. Taste wines at four of the best vineyards in the Gibbston, Bannockburn and
Cromwell regions. The wineries you’ll visit are selected from the following: Peregrine, Chard Farm, Carrick, Mt Difficulty, Felton Road, Akarua
and Olssens vineyards. This tour also includes a delightful gourmet platter lunch at the award winning Carrick Winery Restaurant.

Your accommodation: Garden Court Suites and Apartments
The Garden Court Suites and Apartments are located just seven minutes walk from the heart of
Queenstown. Self contained apartment rooms provide everything you need for your stay.
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Day 8

Queenstown to Franz Josef Glacier (via Wanaka)
From Queenstown you'll cross the Crown Range - the highest sealed road in New Zealand - to arrive in the Alpine town of Wanaka, gateway to
Mt Aspiring national park. Skirting the shores of both Lake Wanaka and Hawea, you will enter the small town of Makarora. Stop at Blue Pools
for a ten minute minute walk through native beech forest to a glacier-fed swimming hole. Continue on through the remote seaside settlement of
Haast before heading up the wild West Coast - a 600 km stretch of bush and native rainforest. Fox Glacier welcomes you first, then comes your
destination for the night - Franz Josef township.

SUGGESTED ACTIVITY - Twin Glaciers Scenic Helicopter Flight
Fly over two of New Zealand's most famous glaciers and land at the head of either the Franz Josef Glacier or Fox Glacier. View the incredible
natural phenomenon of the glacier as it winds slowly down the carved valleys from its origin in the mountains high above you. Duration - 30
Minutes.

Your accommodation: Punga Grove motel & suites
Punga Grove is right in the heart of Franz Josef Glacier village and offers affordable and stylish
accommodation in a beautiful rainforest setting.
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Day 9

Franz Josef to Greymouth Train Station
Today you’ll head north through the historic gold mining region of Hokitika. Known for its Greenstone (Pounamu) this seaside town has a rich
history dating back to the 1860’s. Head to the coast and take in the endless sea-views or pick up a souvenir at one of the many craft shops.
Continue on to Greymouth, the largest town on the West Coast and the starting point for the next leg of your journey - the Tranz Alpine Scenic
Train. Drop your rental car at the Greymouth Train Station depot located inside the train station building before boarding your train to
Christchurch.

Tranz Alpine Scenic train Greymouth to Christchurch
Considered one of the world's great train journeys, the Tranz Alpine scenic train takes you from Greymouth to Christchurch. You'll travel across
the South Island through the Arthur's Pass National Park from the east coast to the west.
From the comfort of your carriage see lush beech forest, deep river valleys and the spectacular peaks of the Southern Alps. Descend to the
windswept Canterbury Plains before arriving in the city of Christchurch.

Private transfer Christchurch train station to your accommodation
On arrival into the Christchurch train station you will be met by a private transfer driver and taken to your accommodation.

Your accommodation: Merivale Manor Motel
Originally built in the 1880's, Merivale Manor has been transformed into elegant motel and apartment
accommodation. Less than 200 metres to central Merivale with its premier shopping, restaurants, cafes
and bars.
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Day 10
Private transfer to Christchurch airport
You will be collected from your accommodation and a private transfer will deliver you to Christchurch airport in time for your departing flight.
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Tour details
Departures:

Daily

Tour type:

South Island Self Drive

Starts:

Christchurch

Finishes:

Christchurch

Tour length:

10

Accomodation:

Motels

Car/transport type:

Included activities
Includes

Private train station transfers

Includes

Private airport transfers

Includes

Tranz Alpine Train from Greymouth to Christchurch

Includes

Milford Sound nature cruise

Accommodation summary
Day 1

Merivale Manor Motel

Day 2

Merivale Manor Motel

Day 3

Mt Cook Lodge & Motels

Day 4

Lakefront Lodge

Day 5

Lakefront Lodge

Day 6

Garden Court Suites and Apartments

Day 7

Garden Court Suites and Apartments

Day 8

Punga Grove motel & suites

Day 9

Merivale Manor Motel
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